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ello Gorgeous,
Well, what to say? Times are still weird and intense 
and while we are all somehow trying to enjoy a 
happy and calm summer break soaking up some 
vitamin D, the world is still in big unrest.
Although this is something we don’t have an 

influence on (trust us, we would jump into our 
superwomen costumes and save the world if we could), 

as always, we to do our best to make the art world a better place.

During these crazy times, we have come to believe that two particular superpowers reign supreme: kindness 
and humanity. Therefore, we are grateful to introduce 50 wonderful people to you who spread joy and 
positivity all across the art world. Meet them today and bring some sunshine into your life :) 

Also we try to decode all the mystery and eliminate any intimidation around all things NFT with two features. 
One is an NFT A-Z cheat sheet simplifying the terms you might not have, but should have, heard of. The other 
is an amazing from-the-experts-straight-over-to-you WhatsApp interview we had the pleasure of hosting with 
three artists who know it all: Olive Allen, Anne Spalter and Unskilled Worker. Take note, because these ladies 
are absolutely amazing.

Keeping up with the art x tech theme, LA-born artist Gretchen Andrew speaks with us about hacking the 
World Wide Web, women in tech and why she only works with kind people, while our conversation with 
another woman in tech, Pearlyn Lii, gives insights into her digital “Girlfriends” series.

Last but not least, empowerment queen and celebrated astrologer Alexandra Kruse shares how to boost your 
creative career according to your zodiac sign.

A little sidenote before the end: Our global members community, TheArtGorgeous HOUSE, has grown into an 
awesome global family with members in more than 50 countries (and 12 global city chapters!) over the past 
year. If you want the benefits of #artgirlsmarket (a new marketplace where you can sell your work or preloved 
items without commission) and to join in all the ongoing fun we are having, hop on board…

Fingers crossed that we will see you at one or two art events this fall. 

Stay safe, healthy and sane!
And know that we love you all...

#artgirlsdoitbetter

Founder / Editor-in-Chief 
cordelia@theartgorgeous.com
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Studio Mirror
by Braxton Congrove

Light Blob 
Sconce

by Eny Lee Parker

Swivel Party Chair
by James Shaw

Chunk Vase
by Julien Carretero

Folker Chairs 
by Serban Ionescu

HOUSE

Details via:
www.theartgorgeous.com/membership/welcome/
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Unapologetically The Coolest
Art World Members Club

JOIN NOW

With this fall‘s extra edition of Milan‘s 
Salone del Mobile hitting the road, 

our team selected some of their 
favourite pieces by young designers and 

artists from all around the globe. 
From sexy flower sculptures to a cheeky 
bed prototype we would love to rest our 
heads upon, don’t miss following these 

inspiring creators. Sweat Dreamz Bed 
by Zyva Studio for Soto Sosa
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n Jadeite Swamp Sculpture by Amber Cowan

Flower Sculpture
by Anna Aagaard Jensen

Broccolo Painting
by Guendalina Cerruti
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From 
Clubhouse to 
Cryptocurrency: 
An Honest 
WhatsApp Chat 
on NFTs
Following the big buzz around digital art and NFTs,  
we arranged a group chat with artists Olive Allen, 
Anne Spalter and Unskilled Worker to give us an  
insider’s gaze on crypto, minting and more
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TheArtGorgeous  
Dear Olive, Anne & Helen,
Welcome to our group chat about al l things 
NFT! So excited to have all three of you - each 
experienced NFT artists in your own ways - here 
to answer some of our burning questions about 
what’s happening in the NFT scene and what we 
can expect as things evolve. Have fun & we look 
forward to your conversation!
So, let’s get straight to it...

TheArtGorgeous  
You have all released NFTs yourselves: How do you 
look at the NFT madness in the art scene? Signs of 
slowing down or still going strong?

Helen Downie   
Yes very much going strong. You can see that by 
the new platforms popping up, outside Ethereum, 
and the new prolific musicians and artists coming 
into the space, and the media writing about it. It’s 
not going away.

Olive Allen  
Omg... NFT madness is real. I remember things were 
slowing down a little at the end of the year (2020) and 
January. And then, all of a sudden a ton of celebrities, 
influencers, everyone who was once relevant and not, 
even a guy who rented me an apartment (true story) 
flooded the space and started minting their NFTs. 
OG artists in the space, myself included, realized that 
now it’s truly an open global market and now we’re in 
a sense competing with all of those ppl with massive 
followings and clout.

Olive Allen  
How do you even prepare for something like that?

Helen Downie    
Olive! That must have been crazy! Like a stampede! 
Do you think much of the work that flooded in be-
came what people think of as NFTs?

Olive Allen  
Yes, for sure. Most of the ppl know only what they 
are shown. Nobody has time and patience to go 
back and research the history of NFTs. 

Olive Allen    
The “history” is somewhat irrelevant in the eyes of 
the masses. Most ppl go for the most hyped thing.

Olive Allen  
I see (or I want to see) that initial hype is slowing down 
a little (oh maybe it’s just tax season) and some ppl 
started asking themselves logical questions like: why 
would a given NFT go up in value? How long is it 
appropriate to hold to support an artist’s market and 
see the biggest returns, if that was the goal all along. 
Nah, that’s just my wishful thinking after all. Hype is still 
there. The reality is that most of the ppl still don’t think for 
themselves and merely sheepling in hoping for the best. 
I guess that’s not just the space, but the world at large...

TheArtGorgeous  
It seems we are only at the very beginning: plat-
forms are still in baby shoes and the real width 
of technological possibilities hasn’t been fully 
understood yet. How do you feel about it?

Helen Downie  
I find it quite a thrill to be at something at such an early 
stage and proud to be one of the early adopters. It’s fun 
being in something so experimental and to be able to be 
a part of that.

Helen Downie  
Olive, you’ve been involved from the very beginning 
and understand all the complexities of this space, 
I’m very much still learning. It seems such a male 
dominated world, almost mirroring the physical art 
world, that’s been quite a disappointment to me, do 
you feel that?

Olive Allen  
I think things in the traditional artworld have been 
changing lately and there are A LOT more female 
artists, dealers, galleriests and key decision makers. 
NFT space is like tech/crypto space... yes, things 
aren’t changing much here and almost no one, 
except maybe 50 women in the space, cares.

Anne Spalter  
While there’s no way to say for sure what will happen 
with NFTs—but the excitement and attention brought 
to bear because of the huge sums of money flowing 
into the space have put a spotlight on many issues 
with the art world.



18 19

Anne Spalter  
There remain technical challenges with NFTs that 
may or may not be solved—I hope they will be! But 
the experience of selling art easily and directly and 
without stigma online is exhilarating and has not been 
common before.

Anne Spalter  
Getting ar tists royalt ies for resale has been 
attempted many times in the past and has never 
stuck—but with NFTs this is happening more often 
than not. Having experienced first-hand, I think 
artists will refuse to accept the former situation when 
they are back in the traditional art world.

Olive Allen  
I agree. Royalties is a MAJOR and crucial innovation 
that NFT space brought with it. 10% is slowly but 
surely becoming the norm. And I’m very happy to 
see that.

Anne Spalter  
The preponderance of crypto-based collectors has 
also led to very strange pricing that at times is wildly 
out of synch with the regular art world. I think there 
will have to be some normalization there and that 
may be painful.

Anne Spalter  
It will be interesting to see if traditional art world 
collectors start to come into the space—mostly it 
still seems to me to be crypto people, who made 
a lot of money in crypto and now want to spend it. 
I am going to experiment with some combo NFT/
real-world art works and see      .

Olive Allen  
I think a lot of them want to get in... Some art dealers, 
advisors have started reaching out on behalf of their 
clients. Galleries like KÖNIG are trying to bring more 
traditional collectors into the space. But yes, I agree, 
it’s mostly crypto ppl...  Which is not bad at all. I think 
some of these young ppl will remain art collectors for 
life and will become more passionate abt learning 
more abt art, its history. And realize how rewarding it 
might be to grow together with an artist and witness 
her journey & essentially making that art history. I 
think making money is good but that’s not everything 
& mostly comes as a bonus to those who deeply 
care and appreciate art. But don’t get me wrong a 
lot of crypto ppl will just flip some stuff, count their 
profits and losses and move on with their lives.

Anne Spalter  
Olive, so agree about some becoming real art lovers 
and collectors. I think another thing the NFT world has 
revealed is how many more people would be involved in 
art if it wasn’t such an insular inaccessible little world.

Olive Allen  
For sure. I think it made traditional art world realize 
things... and I see some galleries are changing 
their ways and adapting to the new type of a 
collector and art medium.

Olive Allen  
Nobody wants to be dinosaur  

Anne Spalter  
NFTs are the ultimate merging of art and capitalism. 
You literally buy the right to resell the work and 
nothing more.

Helen Downie  
In many ways it’s a little like the Renaissance, art 
being used to clean people’s souls, do you think that 
the art has had an impact on the way people view 
cryptocurrency?

Olive Allen  
For sure. Art is in a way driving the “retail” adoption 
this time. And made ppl trust and be interested in 
crypto more.

Helen Downie  
Do you think Clubhouse has had a big impact 
on driving it, is that where artists are now getting 
information?

Olive Allen  
Oh gosh, I really hope ppl don’t go to Clubhouse 
to get reliable information nor investment advice. It 
definitely drove awareness abt the space but also 
opened a door to opportunism and made it easy to 
spread just abt any nonsense.

Helen Downie  
Yes! But I think that is where most people are getting 
their information! It’s full of “experts”. Almost every 
conversation is driven by the money and very little 
about the content of the art.

Olive Allen    
Literally everyone on Clubhouse has a PhD in NFTs, 
is a serial entrepreneur or a thought leader and 
crypto investor who knows what coin and NFT you 
should buy to get rich ?

Helen Downie  
Whose idea was it to tie art to the blockchain?

Olive Allen  
Who knows really   ... I’m sure you can find her/
him on Clubhouse! Lol

TheArtGorgeous  
#RealityCheck: In how far do NFTs only work in 
combination with crypto? Does it make sense to 
acquire in EUR/USD looking at the future of the 
technology development?

Helen Downie  
Nifty Gateway is proving that EUR/USD is not just 
crypto and they are one of the leaders in the space. 
But governments seem to be exploring digital cur-
rencies in parallel. So at this stage, I think the most 
important part is being a part of the evolution. 
Holding EUR/USD has not really occurred to me. 

Helen Downie  
I am working with the platforms, not the currencies. I 
try not to think about the money. It’s all about the art 
for me.

Olive Allen  
To your point, Helen, I agree, art should always 
come first to a real artist. And you do put it first - 
your work is incredible. But, for me it’s now also 
important to understand markets, ppl’s behavior and 
essentially be in control of my own “market” and the 
direction of a career I want to have. Platforms often 
have very different objectives from an artist and will 
put their (& their investors’) financial interests first. 
And it’s normal - business has a goal to survive as 
long as possible and show their investors impressive 
initial returns to get more capital to grow...well, and 
hopefully innovate and make the world a better place 
along the way. I think in 6 months’ time the currency 
one takes won’t even be a relevant conversation. Ppl 
either figure out how to buy ETH or all the platforms 
add fiat to their payment options.

TheArtGorgeous  
Advice for beginners: Beeple, PAK, etc - do you see 
prices as realistic? 

Olive Allen  
Beeple... from 0 to $69 mln in 3 months... I really 
think his prices are exceptionally sustainable and 
every reasonable art collector should jump on 
the opportunity to acquire this racist, sexist and 
homophonic designer with YOLO attitude to his art 
practice and backing by a questionable VC fund 
who issued a crypto coin to DAO out (translation: 
get out with profit) of their initial investment.
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Olive Allen  
Pak. I never bought his work. Why? I think he’s a 
brilliant marketer. But the thing is... If we’re now 
collecting work by marketers too... idk, what’s the 
point then? Gary V is on it already. Can Apple, Gucci 
and Lululemon heads of marketing do an NFT drop, 
please? I’m sure I can be suckered into buying your 
NFTs too!
In all honesty, I think it is a NFT category that would 
sell but let’s not mix it in with fine art...

Helen Downie  
I’m sure those brands are looking into it, they’ll 
want to jump on maybe through building stores in 
the Metaverse. It’s tempting when you’re involved 
with NFTs to think that the whole world knows 
about it, most people I talk to are still asking 
“What’s an NFT?” 

I’ve found that my Instagram following are curious 
about NFTs but most wouldn’t take the plunge, 
luckily you only need a few to be open to it and the 
bigger the account the more likely those few exist. 
I’m not so good at promoting verbally, sometimes 
I feel a pressure to shout about what I’m doing in 
Clubhouse but it doesn’t feel authentic to me and it 
takes a huge chunk of time which I’d rather use to 
paint. 

Platforms that promote and endorse the work is 
the answer for most artists.

Helen Downie  
Also brands will begin to tie products to the block-
chain to prove authenticity, imagine if they get 10% 
of the resale value, it’s a huge market.

Helen Downie  
And Olive, the sarcasm is completely warranted, it 
grieves me that the third most expensive artwork 
by a living artist is full of racist, homophobic hate. 
It was such an eye-opener about the big auction 
houses, they really don’t feel any responsibility 
about what they promote, as long as the deal is 
heavy. 

Helen Downie  
Beeple made no statement about the artwork’s 
content, he grabbed his money and waited for 
the noise to die and mostly it has, but not without 
leaving a nasty taste.

Olive Allen  
On a serious note, to continue this important 
conversation: how important is it for an artist to 
be a marketer as well? I see Helen is killing the 
Instagram game! But I also see a lot of sub-
stance and depth in your work. I can’t say the 
same abt Pak... 

Olive Allen  
That’s the major argument why I do not consider 
his well-designed & well-promoted works art. So, 
how do you combine the two? What’s the secret?

Anne Spalter  
If you don’t have a good gallery or agent(s) doing 
promotion for you, what choice is there? Artists 
are forced to take on this completely different 
additional time-consuming job. It’s especially 
challenging if you are not naturally extroverted.

TheArtGorgeous  
Has this push towards “NFT everything” and “if it’s 
not on IG, did it even really happen” culture come 
about through the young generation growing up 
much more naturally with iPads and Minecraft?

Helen Downie  
I think it may be an age thing, young people that 
have been gaming since they were seven and are 
now in their early twenties have a very different 
idea of ownership, their minds have developed 
in a different way, it’s fascinating. They have one 
foot in the Metaverse, it seems as real to them 
as the physical world. It really isn’t a question of 
believing or not, NFTs are a small part of a very 
different future.

Olive Allen  
It might be a generational thing... I never really 
quest ioned the realness of v i r tual objects, 
ownership tho for sure. I grew up playing video 
games and was buying skins with “real” money, but 
almost zero ability to resell afterwards. I definitely 
think NFTs are coming to gaming next & we will 
see even bigger hype around them in the coming 
years. Since gaming revenues & audience are so 
much larger than art. Also brands will be getting 
in... & pushing all sorts of digital merch.

Anne Spalter  
Yup. And COVID helped push us all into more virtual 
worlds...

Olive Allen  
Yes, the pandemic has definitely accelerated the 
inevitable...

Anne Spalter  
Definitely an age and computer-comfort level thing 
at work in determining value. One friend sold an 
NFT of a painting and the collector, instead of also 
accepting the painting (it was offered), requested 
that it be destroyed.

Helen Downie  
Wow! I don’t think I could have destroyed the original, 
I’d have hidden it in an attic somewhere.

Olive Allen  
Ha. Odd. I’d take both too. And probably put it on the 
wall or my storage... I’ve heard from some collectors 
that they don’t want that burden of storage, safety, 
insurance etc. that owning high-value artworks 
comes with.

Anne Spalter  
Right? I, in fact, try to offer prints and am arranging 
a joint NFT-print offering because I’m pretty certain 
that in the future the prints will actually be worth 
more, even though today they are selling for less.

Anne Spalter 
It has been fascinating to see how a mountain 
of cash has helped validate and give art-world 
credibility to digital art—a field with practitioners 
creating strong work already for decades.

Olive Allen
And this is very important too! By buying art from 
the emerging artists, collectors allow us to have a 
chance to actually have a career as an artist. And 
this is everything! I remember how soul crushing 
those jobs interviews and forms for an artist were... 
After my startup didn’t work out & right before 
minting my art for a living I was looking for a job in 
tech...   

Anne Spalter  
It is particularly great to see generative artists 
greeted with such enthusiasm and I love the way 
today’s generative on-chain NFT efforts (like those 
on Artblocks.io) tie back to the earliest days of 
computer art.

Anne Spalter  
Another great thing about NFTs is the community - 
it’s super friendly and supportive. And, let’s just say 
the regular art world is not always this way...

Helen Downie  
It has opened art up to a very different collector. I 
don’t think I fully understood until I got my first NFT, 
it feels a very special thing to own and without the 
concern of keeping it out of sunlight!

Olive Allen  
Of course, I don’t know all the nuances of the 
art market but a dealer told me recently that it all 
depends on what medium the majority of an artist’s 
work is... If it’s digital, then digital will always be 
worth more, and vice versa. Would love your and 
Helen’s opinion on that.

Helen Downie  
I think it’s probably too early to know, maybe it 
depends on how confidence in the market develops 
over the next ten years. My work will always begin 
with analogue, so the NFT will be a different version 
of that, in a way more fully developed and how I 
envisage them in my mind’s eye before they exist.
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Anne Spalter  
lol, it’s so true.

Anne Spalter  
The Kenny talk is 

Olive Allen  
The butterfly effect is real 

Olive Allen  
 

This one is called “Gem Castle” and is an AI-
generated composition.

Olive Allen  
That’s interesting. I love that each artist has 
their own unique process. And I don’t think NFT 
hype should influence it. A lot of artists now feel 
obligated to mint NFTs. I think it’s something that 
shouldn’t be forced upon artists ... Physical work is 
still valuable! They didn’t go away with NFTs.

Helen Downie  
The two collectors that bought mine probably could 
have invested in an original, that isn’t what they 
wanted, for them an NFT is far more exciting.

Olive Allen  
Also there has been a rumor that the burnt 
Banksy print was actually damaged and burning it 
was somewhat the only way... The physical art is 
fragile indeed...

TheArtGorgeous  
Beyond the current excitement, what potential do you 
see for NFTs in impacting or changing the arts and 
creative industries? 

Anne Spalter  
In addition to welcoming new collectors, the NFT 
world has opened up art to people who might not 
otherwise have pursued art making.

Helen Downie  
Yes, many self-taught, I think that’s maybe why 
some digital artists are not so comfortable with 
talking about their work, I’ve found that one of the 
most difficult aspects of being self-taught.

Olive Allen  
That’s an interesting observation. I’m still not very 
comfortable talking abt my work. Idk what it is really.

Anne Spalter  
There’s a lot of snobbery in the art world that is 
usually misplaced. I think the proof is in the pudding. 
Many great artists were self-taught. No one asks a 
famous musician if they went to graduate school for 
music or who taught them music theory...

Helen Downie  
Or what their song is about! 
So much snobbery but that’s just the way humans 
seem to be with all manner of things.

Olive Allen  
Yes, it seems that way, unfortunately. But can 
someone really be taught to be an artist?

Olive Allen  
NFTs aren’t just abt art... Fine art is going to be 
a very small category... It’s just they call “art” 
everything now lol

Helen Downie  
Yes, aeroplane parts are being NFTd so that buyers 
can know the provenance, I’m sure within ten years it 
will be used to track anything and everything.

Olive Allen  
that’s the intent. Technology is indifferent at its 

core - you can mint a fine art piece, concert ticket, 
piece of virtual land, twerking frog and even your 
grandmother (like Kenny Schachter already did).

TheArtGorgeous  
What is the future for actually selling and buying 
NFTs? Will it only be about online marketplaces?

TheArtGorgeous  
Talking best practices: Can you briefly share your 
experiences in releasing your own NFTs in a nutshell?

Olive Allen  
    — started happening already. Current market-
places are doing the best they can but definitely 
spec ia l izat ion (not even curat ion) is much 
needed! 

Olive Allen  
There should be a marketp lace that  se l l s 
collectibles only. And the one that sells fine art 
only. The marketplace for digital fashion and 
a virtual real estate agency... The platform for 
museum fundraising... I’m sure it will all happen. 
We’re in the “wild NFTism” stage.

Anne Spalter  
In addition to the better known platforms (Superrare, 
KnownOrigin, Foundation, etc) that most people 
currently think of, galleries will start to set up their 
own NFT spaces.

Olive Allen  
Don’t get me wrong, garage sale marketplaces will 
find their audiences, too.

Anne Spalter  
Here is one of my most recent NFTs you can see 
on Superrare:

Helen Downie  
I’d listened to a talk with Kenny Schatcher, it was 
just before he went NFT crazy and he briefly 
mentioned it, the following day a friend got in touch 
to ask if I knew about NFTs, as she was explaining, 
it sounded magical, more like the way music 
behaves, I wondered how or if I could place my 
work in the space. Once I’d looked at the platforms, 
I realised that it’s very fast moving, buying, flipping, 
creating on steroids. I knew I didn’t want it to be 
that way for me if I was to enter, I make slow art so 
I’d do NFTs slowly.

Olive Allen  
I told him abt NFTs haha I showed him the new 
work I sold and he kept asking me where is the 
“thing” (physical work) and couldn’t believe that 
the buyers just paid for the digital image. But, of 
course, he came around and managed to convince 
the rest of the art world.

Olive Allen  
And hey, now Jerry Saltz made and sold (for charity) 
an NFT!

Helen Downie  
So I’m making NFTs because of you, Olive!!! And 
here we are talking. I love that sequence of events, 
life’s so magical sometimes.

Olive Allen  
My first NFT... it was either ReFurbished Friend 
Jack — my avatar or ReFurbished Billie. Need to 
look that up...
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TheArtGorgeous  
 Final words of NFT wisdom:

Anne Spalter  
This removes the physical object...

Olive Allen  
Wasn’t it always like that?

Olive Allen  
Helen, I’m curious: After your experiences so far, do 
you still separate an NFT and the original (physical 
artwork)?

Helen Downie  
Yes, to me they are two different things. Very 
different experiences, that’s one of the things 
I really like about it. An NFT of my work is the 
version that’s most familiar to me, when a painting 
is finished it’s packed away and I sometimes don’t 
see it for a while. The digital version becomes the 
painting.

Anne Spalter  
I have to say, as someone who has been dealing 
with art stuck in French customs for a week, there 
are many aspects of the physical world of art that I 
don’t miss with NFTs!

Helen Downie  
Oh no! 
Yes, imagine an art fair when you take the work 
home in an app on your phone!

Helen Downie  
For some collectors it is that but for others the NFT 
is just as relevant as a physical object, I’m sure the 
buying and flipping will slow down, there is room for 
the same emotional response as you would have 
to a  physical work, it becomes more painful to sell.

Anne Spalter  
Agree the emotional response can be the same as 
for a physical object.

Olive Allen  
To circle back... the digital object is “the thing” 
too. Maybe you just don’t need to pay for Freeport 
storage & insurance anymore. But it’s still “real” tho...

Anne Spalter  
Well... it is a bit more abstract. There are some 
instructions and numbers that can be reconstituted 
as an image. But that’s not exactly the same as a 
physical analog object like a painting, for example.

Anne Spalter  
This is an example of a digital work based upon an 
analogue charcoal drawing I did. It’s called “Unknown 
Departure” and it’s an AI landscape generated with a 
freeform GAN based on highway images. 

Olive Allen  
I know you’ve been creating new media work for a 
very long time and started teaching about it. And 
that’s really impressive. What motivated you to 
explore the medium in the first place?

Anne Spalter  
To answer Olive’s question about getting into digital 
art, I resisted it for quite a while. I was trained 
traditionally as a painter and thought art made with 
a computer was a terrible idea and would lack some 
basic energy needed for a piece to be “real art.” But 
when I left school and ended up working in a cubicle 
I started making images on my computer. 

Anne Spalter  
When my boss came by I would click onto Excel... 
After a while I began to realize that the computer 
offered extraordinarily powerful visual thinking 
tools—I could infinitely undo bad decisions, 
change colors wi thout r ipping my paper or 
creating a muddy green, and so much more. 
When I returned to graduate school, I wanted to 
take a course in digital fine art—but there were 
none! (This was the early 1990s.)

Olive Allen  
I’m sure someone is already organizing one haha

Helen Downie  
That’s amazing!!! Skiving off work to make art, 
really using it because it’s all you could use in 
that situation and you talking about muddy green 
makes me want to try digital!

Olive Allen  
That’s an interesting journey indeed. What programs 
did you use back in the day in the 90s?

Anne Spalter  
OK, that software question just took me down 
such a rabbit hole. I used a super early version of 
Photoshop (and when I say early — it was black and 
white—that was late 80s) — and likewise of Illustrator 
— but I actually used something called Freehand, 
from a company called Aldus (later acquired by 
Adobe). And some other things that didn’t survive 
like SuperPaint—which was a phenomenal paint 
program with great color mixing. And there was 
another that I cannot for the life of me remember the 
name of. I think, as with with SuperPaint, that Alvy 
Ray Smith was involved in its creation.

Olive Allen  
That’s really OG! It’s so weird when people believe 
that digital art was invented 3 years ago together 
with NFTs, Procreate for iPad and Cinema 4D lol

Helen Downie  
For me it ’s really been about collaborating, 
after I released the first two, the excitement of a 
completely new idea of ownership drove those. It 
blew my mind that something could be cherished 
and valued that isn’t physical, it can’t be touched! 
The next releases will be collaborations, it ’s 
opened a whole new world, I’m usually working in 
solitude, that’s the way for most analogue artists, 
it’s been amazing to talk with soundscape and 
digital artists about what we can do with my work.

Helen Downie  
For example, this is my piece “Acedia.” It will be 
released very soon on Known Origin in three formats, 
one being a collaboration with Hyper Vague. 

Anne Spalter  
I second the collaboration thought! I wish the con-
tracts in the main platforms had fields for names, 
percentages, and wallet addresses for collaborators. 
The technology seems made for collaborating.

TheArtGorgeous  
@Olive Allen @Helen Downie @Anne Spalter
Dear all, thanks so much for this super deep and 
honest chat. It’s been an NFT revelation! Can’t wait 
to see your next drops      Until the next time we meet 
in the Metaverse... 
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illustration by Jeremyville

Andreas Berlin
With a love for his adopted city so great that he 
took its name, Andreas Berlin designs wonderfully 
crafted pieces including vase-tables and mirror 
sculptures. He takes inspiration from the past, as 
well as from the work of his wife, Sabine Dehnel, and 
makes us smile with his open nature and thoughtful 
contemplations. IG: @andreas_berlin_

Leslie Ramos
Leslie Ramos is an art historian, writer, and founder of ArtEater. 
ArtEater is a philanthropy and development agency, which gives 
advice to cultural organisations and individuals about how to best 
give back to the arts. We love what ArtEater does, especially their 
slogan – ‘Feed the Arts’. IG: @arteaterlondon

50+ Nice People Making the Art World a Happier Place

Aaron Chaz
Aaron Chaz is a young NYC-based painter 
who caught our eye with his abstract portrait 
doodles and humble IG posts, turning into 
an Instagram pen-friend over time. He is not 
only passionate about his own work but also 
about the achievements and projects of others. 
Such a mix of talent and kindness seems like 
a rare and priceless diamond in the industry. 
IG: @livingsmooth_

Charuka Arora
Working between Delhi and Agra, 
Charuka Arora is an artist and crea-
tive entrepreneur who stands out with 
her high social skills, empathy and 
love of celebrating women in the arts. 
During the pandemic, she kicked off 
Arts to Hearts Projects, a podcast and 
journal empowering female creatives. 
IG:@charukaarora
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Leonardo Menezes
When thinking about Rio de Janeiro, the 
Museum of Tomorrow inevitably comes to mind. 
Leonardo Menezes, its knowledge and creation 
director, prioritises active engagement between 
the museum and the local community. His 
humble and down-to-earth personality gives no 
hint of the superstar status of his museum, which 
has welcomed over three million visitors since 
opening in 2015. IG: @leozito.menezes

Yoko Choy
Yoko Choy is the China editor for Wallpaper* magazine 
and the co-founder of Collective Contemporist – 
a creative consultancy in Beijing, Hong Kong, and 
Amsterdam. Her work often focuses on cultural 
exchange between East and West and creating more 
unity within the arts. IG: @missyoko

Damjanski

Damjanski is an artist working predominantly with digital 
technologies. He is also a co-founder of Do Something Good, 
a collective of 16 people collaborating on various digital 
projects. They recently made a ‘Tinder for Dog Names’ app.
IG: @d.a.m.j.a.n.s.k.i

Sebastian 
Neeb

Sebastian Neeb is a German artist 
working in sculpture, painting, 
and, most recently, jewellery. He is 
known for the humorous nature of 
his work, which he sees as a more 
direct way of engaging with his 
audience. The titles of his works 
are art pieces themselves. Need an 
example? 4 am, the Sausage knocked 
out the Artist, took over and shouted: 
“Masterpiece!” IG: @sebastianneebAlek O

Alek O is an Italy-based, Argentina-born artist 
who works with both readymade objects and 
traditional media. The objects she incorporates 
into her work are often sentimental, and give 
her audience a look into her life. IG: @o_alek

Benjamin Sigg
Benjamin Sigg is a Swiss born, HKG-based entrepreneur
and passionate art collector. Also running his own art 
advisory, he is your man for professional advice on 
Chinese art and one of the most humble in his field.

Dakis Joannou
Dakis Joannou is a Greek industrialist and art collector 
(although he calls himself an ‘anti-collector’). He established 
the Deste Foundation in 1983 to house his collection, and 
recently set up an exhibition space on the small island of 
Hydra. Dakis is known for being down-to-earth, giving back 
to the community and really loving to support the artists he 
collects. IG: @donkey301239

Nish McCree
Ghana-based art collector and budding art patron, 
Nish McCree believes in the power of collaboration and 
inclusivity. Her mission? To significantly contribute to the 
expansion and sustainability of the arts and culture sector 
across Africa. IG: @nish_mccree

Jacqueline 
Towers-Perkins

Jacqueline Towers-Perkins is Bonhams 
Auctioneers’ New York contemporary art 
specialist and an independent auctioneer. 
She has raised millions for various charities 
and also consults businesses on philanthropy 
and fundraising. IG: @jtowersperkins
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Helen Downie
Helen Downie, also known as Unskilled 
Worker, is a painter based in London. She 
collaborated with Gucci in 2017, catapulting 
her wide-eyed, dreamy portraits to fame.
Downie supports and works with various 
charities, donating her paintings for auctions 
and exhibitions. IG: @unskilledworker

Emma Allegretti
Emma Allegretti is an Italian illustrator based 
in Palermo who celebrates the everyday 
female through her delightful illustrations. She 
recently collaborated with Nike, and we love 
her relatable characters and feminist social 
commentary to which we all can relate so 
much. IG: @allegrettiregretti

Alex Mor 
Your new art gent crush, 
Latin-Parisian gallerist Alex 
Mor never seems to stop 
smiling.  He brings both 
emerging and established 
artists, whose works explore 
the social realities, history 
and politics of contrasting 
geographic regions, into the 
spotlight. IG: @alex.mor.e

Piermaria    Scagliola 
Piermaria Scagliola is an expert in Italian design. 
Heading the design department of the ambitious 
Genoese auction house, Cambi, he embraces innovative 
ideas to bring traditional business to the next level – all 
with Italian charm. IG: @piermaria_scagliola

Saze Ibraheem
One of Lagos’ leading art x tech ladies, Saze Ibraheem has 
a radiant personality. From the first Zoom call, the smart 
and witty head of marketing and strategy at Art x Lagos 
won our hearts. We can’t wait to see what she and her team 
achieve next! IG: @sazeibraheem

Maria Cristina 
Didero

Italy-based curator and writer, Maria Cristina Didero 
is an expert in design history and champion for 
getting design out in front of new audiences. This 
spring she joined Wallpaper* magazine as their Milan 
editor, giving her another platform to continue her 
work celebrating young designers. IG: @mcdidero

Karsten Schmitz
German collector and advocate of the arts, Karsten 
Schmitz is also the mastermind behind Stiftung 
Federkiel. A social entrepreneur, Schmitz is involved 
in some of Germany’s most exciting art x creativity 
developments. He has a bright vision of how artistic 
architectural spaces can transform the art world, the 
lives of the broader public and even entire cities. 
IG: @karsten_schmitz

Caterina LICITRA Ponti
Caterina Licitra Ponti describes herself as an art ‘Catalyst’, 
working in an advisory/managerial role for contemporary 
artists, and also creating textile works herself. Creativity is in 
her genes - her great-grandfather, Gio Ponti, was a legendary 
designer. IG: @catlicitra
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eL Seed
eL Seed is a French-Tunisian artist 
who creates street art murals and 
paintings incorporating Arabic 
calligraphy. He refers to his style 
as ‘Calligraffiti’ and it has helped 
him to connect to his Arabic 
heritage. He has collaborated with 
Louis Vuitton among others, and 
seeks to spread messages of peace 
and unity in everything he does. 
IG: @elseed

Christian Mio 
Loclair

A humanist, an aesthete, a contemporary artist, a 
trained dancer, a coder, a true believer in technology’s 
potential to better the world. Christian Mio Loclair 
is an expert in AI and a vocal commentator on the 
relationship between humans and machines. If 
people like Christian are the leaders shaping AI and 
inventing what is possible through the advancing 
technologies, then the future is certainly in good 
hands. IG: @mio_loclair

Yulia Belousova 
Yulia Belousova is a curator whose nomadic gallery GIRL GIRL 
GIRL promotes female Russian artists to a wider audience and a 
nomad herself. Recently she spent some time in Mexico but you 
also might find her surfing in Bali or going vegan in Russia with 
her mum. IG: @yuliamoscow

Lu Xinjian
Known for his ‘City DNA’ series, Chinese 
painter Lu Xinjian abstracts global metropolises 
based on aerial views from Google Earth. 
Incredibly polite and smart, working with him 
is the purest pleasure. His kind nature has also 
been recognised by brands like adidas, Beats by 
Dre and Rolls-Royce. IG: @xinjianlu

Santo Tolone
In case you have not had the chance 
of a personal encounter yet, we feel 
really sorry for you... Santo is a Milan-
based artist with a satirical charm and 
incredible kindness from head to toe. 
We bet you will love his pasta sculptures, 
his signature piece. IG: @santo.tolone

Rumana Nazim
Lawyer and fashion entrepreneur, Rumana Nazim is one of the smartest yet 
nicest creative minds of Dubai. A visit to her concept store, The Edit, is like an 
adult version of a Disneyland visit. On top, she is a wonderful host connecting 
active art voices from the region and beyond with charm and style. IG: @rnazim
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Szabolcs Bozo
In the fantastic world of Hungarian artist, Szabolcs Bozó, cute yet 
sometimes misshaped creatures embrace us with a mix of happiness and 
childhood nostalgia. We believe the future is bright for this kind and 
humble art world darling who just opened his solo show at Carl Kostyál 
London. IG: @szabolcs_bozo

Hana Ostan OZbolt 
Hana Ostan Ožbolt is a freelance curator working 
between Ljubljana and Amsterdam as well as director 
and powerhouse of the ULAY Foundation. She is 
also the initiator of HOoST, a wonderful framework 
aimed at supporting and promoting emerging artists. 
IG: @hanaostanozbolt
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Ute Meta Bauer
Ute Meta Bauer is a curator, the director of the Centre for 
Contemporary Art in Singapore, and an academic, having 
previously been an associate professor for visual arts at MIT. She 
has influenced countless people in the arts industry with her 
writing, symposia, and exhibitions. IG: @utemeta

Sara shakeel
Dentistry student turned artist from Pakistan, 
Sara Shakeel adds a generous sprinkle of sparkles 
to the world through her glitter art. She celebrates 
body positivity, bedazzling photographs of 
stretch marks with galaxies of crystals, and has 
collaborated with Reebok and Chance the Rapper. 
IG: @sarashakeel

Marie 
Hazard

Marie Hazard is a French textile artist 
who studied in London for three 
years at Central Saint Martins. Her 
art historical academic background 
feeds into her artistic practice as 
she explores different cultures and 
heritages through her materials. 
IG: @mariehazard

Fabien VallÉrian
Arts and culture director of Maison Ruinart, 
Fabien Vallérian, unites contemporary art, 
environment and heritage for the brand. We 
all know that champagne and art make the 
perfect combo – so we’re glad that Fabien is 
helping to keep the duo on fire. In this regard, 
he has launched fabulous artist collabs, 
including one with artist David Shrigley. 
IG: @fabienvallerian

Jacqueline Uhlmann
Previously in the LISTE art fair management team, 
now head of communications at Löwenbräu, Jacqueline 
Uhlmann has risen to become a top woman in art 
in Switzerland. Not one to settle at that, she has also 
established donateartbooks, a non-profit focused on 
providing access to art books for all. IG: @jackieuhlmann

James Shaw
London-based designer, James Shaw has taken 
the global design world by storm. As well as 
his beautifully irreverent plastic pieces, it’s his 
British politeness paired with amazing talent 
that has brought about this well-deserved 
design world recognition. IG: @jamesmshaw

Stephanie Manasseh
Stephanie Manasseh is a curator, advisor, and founder of 
the Accessible Art Fair. Stephanie created the platformto 
support talented emerging artists without gallery 
representation. We love that! IG: @stephaniemanasseh

Anahita Sadighi
Anahita Sadighi is a Berlin-based art dealer who 
became the city’s youngest when she opened her 
gallery Anahita – Arts of Asia at just 26 years 
of age. Harnessing her digital audiences and 
being one of Berlin’s leading faces encouraging 
inclusivity, she also lifts Asian antiques towards 
a new generation. IG: @berlinartlover

36
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Alayo 
Akingkugbe

Curator Alayo Akingkugbe created her 
brilliant and educational Instagram account 
while she was still doing her History of 
Art BA at the University of Cambridge. 
The account showcases overlooked Black 
artists, models, and thinkers from art 
history. IG: @ablackhistoryofart

Alexander 
Mason Hankin

Alexander Mason Hankin is the 
founder and president of On Brand 
Consulting – a consultancy specialising 
in art, fashion, and hospitality – as well 
as a columnist for Philadelphia Style 
Magazine. A lot of his work focuses on 
fundraising and bringing awareness to 
exciting new talent. He also shares our 
passion for animals being proud dad 
to a little pony and some alpacas. Sigh! 
IG: @hrh_alexander

Pia SÄÄf

Pia Sääf is an art PR powerhouse, 
having worked at all of Vienna’s top 
art institutions. After developing her 
skills at the Belvedere and Museum 
Leopold, she is now channeling all 
her energy into making the Heidi 
Horten Collection’s new private 
museum shine for its upcoming 
opening next spring. IG: @pia.sf

Hollie Hilton

Hollie Hilton is a Manchester-based social media 
and digital marketing strategist working exclusively 
with arts-sector businesses and artists. On her 
Instagram, she shows us in an accessible, light-
hearted manner how to improve our branding. 
IG: @freelancehollie

Guendalina Cerruti

What can we say about Guendalina Cerruti? Well, we simply love her! We 
adore her incredibly powerful work – from her Husky dog tables to her 
veggie paintings – as well as treasure her kind nature. Make sure to have a 
look at her work it is sure to become something big. IG: @guendaina

Matt Carey-

Williams

One of the strongest contenders on our 
Nice List is Matt Carey-Williams, the senior 
director and head of sales at Victoria Miro. 
Matt has worked at Sotheby’s, Gagosian, 
White Cube, and Phil l ips.  To keep a 
reputation for being cheerful in such 
high-responsibility positions is definitely 
impressive. IG: @matt_careywilliams

Christine Howald

Christine Howald is a Berlin-based art historian, the deputy 
director of Zentralarchiv and a provenance researcher of 
Asian art collections. Think of her as a kind of super smart 
and charming Sherlock Holmes for the heritage of Asian 
objects of art.

Max Bossier

Max Bossier is an associate director 
at Lisson Gallery in London. His art 
career had different stops, among 
others working at LARRY’S LIST 
and at a Scandinavian art fair. Being 
in his early 30s, his art taste is not 
necessarily ultra-contemporary but 
artists such as Lee Ufan, Jackson 
Pollock and Mark Rothko are on his 
personal top list. Old school is not 
necessarily boring. IG: @maxbossier
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Francesco Vullo

Need some inspo? Wanna discover new artists? Or better 
yet, want to get your work on the screens of 2.4 million 
Instagram users? Then look no further – Francesco Vullo 
and his account, The Pink Lemonade, have got you covered. 
The man behind the name is an Italian artist based in Milan 
who uses found objects, natural elements and waste materials 
in his artistic practice. IG: @fra_vullo

Cyril Lancelin

Once architect, now artist, French Cyril Lancelin 
mainly works on large-scale inflatable structures 
and artificial landscapes. He mixes fiction with 
reality, fully immersing viewers into his novel 
digital world. Recently commissioned by Porsche, 
expect something very exciting coming to Paris 
this fall… IG: @town.and.concrete

Kezia 
Harrell

A multi-disciplinary artist 
with an emphasis on self-
portraiture, Keizia Harrel 
presents the Black American 
experience in a brightly 
coloured, surreal fantasy 
world void of,  and safe 
from, the traumas of the 
past. Check out her IG for 
endless body positive vibes. 
IG: @sugarygarbage

Marie Odile Falais

An absolute delight to follow, Marie Odile Falais 
aka Imagine Moi is the art world influencer 
you need to know. She quit her job in a Parisian 
gallery to focus full time on content creation. 
Having conquered the Instagram game, she now 
has her eyes firmly set on TikTok. We can’t wait 
to become her fans! IG: @imagine_moi

Joa Herrenknecht 
Canada-born, Berlin-based designer, Joa Herrenknecht 
finds happiness and inspiration in the use of various 
materials and colours. She recently co-founded MATTER of 
COURSE, a collective of 11 independent female designers 
working in Berlin. IG: @studiojoaherrenknecht

Yoram Roth

Yoram Roth is a life-long entrepreneur with a focus on 
the culture, community, and hospitality sector. He is 
the main driving force behind the global Fotografiska/
NeueHouse empire, loves to connect exciting people 
over a great dinner or at one of his well-known parties, 
and also writes thoughtful social media statements on 
trending social topics. IG: @yoram_roth

Sabine Dehnel

Sabine Dehnel is a Berlin-based textile artist and painter as 
well as a strong and caring person. On top, she is a trained 
yoga coach. Sabine brings all her amazing talents together 
with her warm radiance, making the art world a better place 
for it. IG: @sabine_dehnel
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Marcello Polito & 
Nicolo Stabile 
At times too cool to be true, the two gents behind 
Milan’s Plan X Gallery for sure have a space on 
this list. Being the perfect hosts and never short 
on creative ideas or the right business sense, we 
highly recommend trying to get into their inner 
circle, which also might bring you to Capri... 
IG: @planxartgallery
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HOW TO 
CHANNEL 

CREATIVE 
ENERGY 

THROUGH 
THE STARS

text by Alexandra Kruse
illustrations by Summer Tsui

Zurich-based empowerment queen and astrologer Alexandra Kruse 
shares a piece of astro-advice and names the best muses to look at 

when you want to take your creative career to the next level
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ARIES

GEMINI

You would probably be happiest if your life 
was the Jaquemus show in the blooming 
lavender f ields of  Provence:  nature 
anticipating winter, although it is still 
months away, with the first fog a delicate 
veil of transience lies over everything. One 
suspects that summer cannot always be 
summer - and hears you louder, above all, 
more than others - the urgent, intellectual 
voice of reason, which warns us that it is 
time to take precautions, to sort and gather 
things. You can be fussy and laborious, 
a kind of personified Marie Kondo, the 
organisational talent that has become a 
human being - injustice! It is your deep, 
inner need to bring things into harmony 
and healing. Say goodbye with a deep bow 
of gratitude to the path of resistance, only 
to please others and continue - according to 
your logic. With nail scissors, a magnifying 
glass or whatever you need for your 
personal order - bring it on and get dirty.

Known Virgo muses: 
Leo Tolstoy, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, 
Nicole Ritchie, Beyonce, Cameron Diaz, 
Amy Winehouse, Freddie Mercury, Stella 
McCartney, Claudia Schiffer, Sean Connery

Planet: MERCURY 
Element: EARTH 
Colour: EARTH TONES

Queen of combat - 
from starting and breaking 

through Queen of communication -  
the world and meeting yourself CANCER

Queen of  f low -
hard shell, soft core

TAURUS
Queen of Flower - 

the experience of your own 
sensuality

LEO
Queen of sun - 

well roared is half won
VIRGO

Queen of the earth - 
separating the wheat from 

the chaff

The deep, dark, humid and fertile soil, the 
field of beauty, richness. Passion and anger 
- that is your natural element. As a bull, you 
are hardworking and very sensual, checking 
in with a friendly flower dress appearance. 
A little of the Marie-Antoinette spirit, 
“Let the people eat cake” is simply in your 
nature - there is no discussion about that! 
You love and honour the beautiful things 
in life. Taurus’s are very fond of luxury 
goods, harmony and the finer things in life, 
which is due to Venus. This is also where 
your inspiration comes from. The lovely 
Venus, which appears to us sometimes as a 
wondrous evening star and then again as a 
morning star, is your cosmic contact person 
in heaven, watching over beauty, love and 
growth, and has magical, enchanting, 
seductive, primordial power. Long story 
short: you are a very natural force of nature. 

Known Taurus muses: 
Salvador Dali, Maria Theresa of Austria, 
Malcom X, Grace Jones, Uma Thurman, 
Donatella Versace, Audrey Hepburn, 
Barbara Streisand, Sigmund Freud, Cher

Planet: VENUS 
Element: EARTH 
Colour: EMERALD

You are an enchanting and lively creature 
who sometimes unpacks the remote 
control instead of the telephone during 
a very important meeting. And it’s not 
because you are so mercilessly flipped - 
on the contrary - you are transmitting, 
sparkling on every imaginable level. And 
all at the same time, which can lead to 
some confusion - especially in the time 
of Mercury retrograde! The planet of 
communication is your master in the sky. 
Remember, at the time when you were 
born, summer was just beginning, carefree 
anticipation was in the air, the smell of 
popcorn and la pure vida. Guard your 
ability to rejoice, to discover and to look 
at the world through the eyes of a child - 
your innate way of looking at things with 
a specific ease is your greatest treasure! A 
little Mary Poppins, a little bit of a great 
thinker.

Known Gemini muses: 
Naomi Campbell, Heidi Klum, Bob Dylan, 
Amy Schumer, The Olsen Twins, Lana del 
Rey, Nicole Kidman, Angelina Jolie, Stevie 
Nicks, Tory Burch

Planet: MERCURY 
Element: AIR 
Colour: YELLOW

At the time of your birth, the sun was 
at its highest point, and all of nature 
was transformed into a single, sheltered 
womb. One would not do you an injustice 
to describe you as “maternal” - but it 
would be wrong to reduce this adjective 
only to your ability to bear children. 
You take care with loving devotion of 
just about ever ything that deser ves 
your trust. Earthworms by the wayside, 
the neighbour’s flowers, the worries of 
others. If you would, realise that it is an 
enormous achievement to have such deep 
compassion and to have mastered the 
art of intuitive care in a confusing world 
like ours again and again. Allow yourself 
to blow your armour from time to time, 
simply to be able to grow. Moon child, 
beautiful like a lotus flower, sensitive like a 
mimosa and moody like no other! Born as 
a crab, your element is water, so make sure 
you are in the flow, including your mother-
of-pearl to pastel-coloured robes. 

Known Cancer muses: 
Lady Diana, Antoine de Saint-Exupery, 
Pamela Anderson, Angela Merkel, Gisele, 
Giorgio Armani, Meryl Streep, Courtney 
Love, Sylvester Stallone, Nelson Mandela

Planet: MOON 
Element: WATER
Colour: ALL THINGS MAGIC, SILVER 
MOON AND OCEAN

It is certainly no coincidence that you were 
born at the time of the year when everyone 
else was already lying by the pool at noon 
with a cool glass of “Whispering Angel.” You 
are luxury personified - you love the heat 
and the grand entrance, and you like to have 
a little more of everything. To follow your 
personal pleasure principle, you HAVE to do 
what gives you great pleasure: fight with your 
pack, roll around in the sand and drink one 
rosé after the other under the scorching sun 
- that is the essential lion power, the sheer 
joy of being. The game, the royal and the 
light: these are the things that nourish your 
soul, not to mention gold. The right balance 
of allowing and disallowing, security, tension 
and relaxation ideally provides a stable self-
esteem that makes you a true leader. Own 
your leadership - this will inspire you forever. 
Even if it sometimes means divorce!

Known Lion muses: 
Jennifer Lopez, Alfred Hitchcock, Iris 
Berben, Charlize Theron, Iman, Whitney 
Houston, Andy Warhol,  Mick Jagger, Cara 
Delevingne, Yves Saint Laurent

Planet: SUN
Element: FIRE
Colour: GOLD

With your head through the wall. With the 
rocket through the wallpaper! Whether 
you like it or not, you are, and remain, an 
absolute front row personality: life keeps 
pushing you into the front row and you 
will assert yourself and your great, golden 
ideas. Why is that so? It’s simple: you bring 
spring, the breakthrough. With the libido 
of a crocus that bursts into the light - out 
of your own strength and power. To bring 
out your creativity, please do not direct your 
natural aggression against yourself. Even if 
this means that from this day on you go to 
boxing training once a week in the darkest 
club in town. Own your demons.

Known Aries muses: 
Bette Davis, Casanova, Emma Watson, 
Leonardo da Vinci, Kate Hudson, Aretha 
Franklin, Charlie Chaplin, Edie Sedgwick, 
Vivienne Westwood, Sarah Jessica Parker

Planet: MARS
Element: FIRE 
Colour: RED 
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A Libra’s taste is quite simple: only the 
VERY best. For you, the principle of 
beauty and harmony simply stands above 
everything, which leads to the fact that 
one can argue with you insanely badly. 
You are a born as the diplomat’s wife, 
the distinguished lady of the house 
who conducts the really important con-
versations, determines what is put on the 
table and what elegantly falls under the 
table. You appreciate manners more than 
anyone. You stick to your unwritten rules, 
remain true to your laws and principles. 
But you need to demand compensation 
because creative magic always happens 
way outside your comfort zone. At any 
price, that’s just as well. Behind all of this 
is none other than Mistress Venus, the 
ruler of the fine arts, the highest form 
of love and the principle of beauty. It is 
no coincidence that the diverse cultures 
were inspired by the equinox around your 
birthday to regulate life in the community 
in harmony and banish evil.

Known Libra muses:
Mahatma Gandhi, Kate Winslet, Brigitte 
Bardot, Friedrich Nietzsche, Margaret 
Thatcher, Ralph Lauren, Virgil Abloh, Kim 
Kardashian, Monica Bellucci

Planet: VENUS 
Element: AIR 
Colour: BLUE IN ALL SHADES

LIBRA
Queen of beauty - 

the golden bridge between 
me and you

SAGITTARIUS
Queen of destiny - 

on the target straight to 
the cosmic center

PISCES
Queen of eternity - 
so close to the sky

CAPRICORN
Queen of cool - 

in the highest tone to the 
summit AQUARIUS

Queen of wild - 
the architects of the future

One of the great truths of your life, which 
you are allowed to integrate: Aquarius’ will 
be and will remain an eternal mystery for 
many - a piece of inconceivability is, and 
remains, your most beautiful accessory as 
it surrounds you with the aura of some-
thing special. Besides an infinitely large 
heart for humanity, the collective, you 
have the great ability to bring together 
people and ideas from completely different 
backgrounds without prejudice. This makes 
you a visionary, a hero of the new age. The 
fact that you want (and need) to live your 
individual freedom in return makes it not 
always easy for others to appreciate you. 
Leave your inner freak enough room to live 
its needs, that is important, especially in the 
long run. Your element is air - the invisible, 
spiritual, abstract and dreamy. One thing is 
for sure, our planet needs unconventional 
lateral thinkers like you more than ever - 
there is a reason why we are talking about 
the Age of Aquarius! Thank you for being 
here with us.

Known Aquarius muses:
Lewis Carroll, Virginia Woolf, Mia Farrow, 
Oprah Winfrey, Jules Verne, Bob Marley, 
Yoko Ono, Christian Dior, Galileo Galilei, 
Jennifer Aniston

Planet: URANUS AND SATURN 
Element: AIR (ALL THINGS SPACE, 
UFO, AI) 
Colour: RAINBOW

Impulsive people know no boundaries - 
you are a deeply mystical being, a hunter 
in the eternal search for truth, depth and 
meaning. Hard to believe, but true. Of 
course, you can make friends with with 
your charms, such as being optimistic, 
open, tolerant and wise. Or with the 
fact that many discoverers, athletes and 
generally very successful people share 
air signs. But this does not explain the 
mystery of Sagittarius’ existence yet - you 
were born when there was hardly any 
light in the sky. This is only for the bravest 
among us, those who are not afraid of the 
dark and are familiar with the element of 
transcendence People like you bring back 
hope. Armed to the teeth, full of fighting 
spirit, creativity and, at the same time, full 
of fantasy and poetry. Your guiding star 
is, not without reason, Jupiter, the planet 
of justice and truthfulness - the absolute 
maximalist among the planets. “Go big 
or go home” is his motto. Good, that you 
have already decided. 

Known Sagittarius muses:
Winston Churchill, Jane Austen, Bruce 
Lee, Walt Disney, Billie Eilish, Georgia 
O’Keefe, Ludwig van Beethoven, Julianne 
Moore, Gianni Versace, Brittney Spears

Element: FIRE 
Planet: JUPITER
Colour: PURPLE 

In a nutshell, nothing human is alien to 
you. The wonder of existence, the joy of 
otherness, our unredeemed dark sides, 
the game of life and the dance of death. 
Death is your topic, no wonder, at the time 
of your birth everything in nature dies. 
To become a new-born again - “Die and 
Become” means that man recognises his 
mortality, even at the moment after a new 
birth and union. Transformation is deep 
in your bones, in your DNA - this makes 
you radically honest, reliable and, to a large 
extent, also devoted to selflessness. But also 
opaque and, in the worst case, fanatical. 
The celestial body that protects you here on 
Earth, and that you can turn to in the dark 
night of the soul with confidence, is Pluto, 
the master of change and transformation. 
This is also the place where your creative 
source lives. In deep darkness. 

Known Scorpio muses:
Grace Kelly, Winona Ryder, Katie Perry, 
Richard Serra, Pablo Picasso, Kris Jenner, 
Mariana Abramovic, Joaquin Phoenix, 
Björk, Whoopi Goldberg

Planet: PLUTO 
Element: WATER 
Colour: BLACK

SCORPIO
Queen of poison - 

direction future through the night

If you were an outfit, you’d be a razor sharp-
cut Jil Sander costume, early Nineties in just 
the right cool shade of grey with a fit that 
is stunningly accurate and to the point. But 
you are not. But you are the queen of the 
mountains, enthroned high above life. This 
means that at your birth, it was probably 
very cold, all senses were drawn inwards, 
nature rested, gathered and the archaic soul 
of mankind longed for a sign of everlasting 
vitality - the rebirth of light. “The only way 
is up” is the mantra according to which 
you align yourself. Unconsciously maybe, 
but come how it wants, you find a solution 
- straight, humanitarian, concentrated. 
Your challenge in this life is, of course, to 
remain gentle and not to get behind all 
the conformist laws that life and especially 
the planet Saturn ascribe to you. Remain 
vulnerable and do not exclude from the 
outset what could secretly bring you joy.

Known Capricorn muses:
Jeanne d’Arc, Richard Nixon, Eartha Kitt, 
Dolly Parton, Bradley Cooper, Janis Joplin, 
Elvis Presley, David Bowie, Michelle Obama, 
Kate Moss

Planet: SATURN 
Element: EARTH 
Colour: STONE COLOURS

One thing right from the start: You are 
not Jesus. Unfortunately. Even though 
you are probably an immediate precursor 
of great, divine holiness and the fish was 
a symbol of Christianity from early on, 
you will not be able to walk on water (not 
even in those fabulous Celine sandals) 
or help all beings on this Earth. But you 
would like to - and it is not for nothing 
that your sign is considered in classical 
astrology to be the most spiritually 
developed one. As a mermaid, you not 
only have all the longings of the world 
soul, the desire for eternal unity and the 
desire for pretty much everything fantastic 
on the hook, you are with one part always 
in the deep sea, which means that you 
are never completely here and remain 
incomprehensible. That is fine. It is also 
okay to be careful, to protect your inner 
space, to stand by your sensitivity and to 
be a mystery to yourself. Even if you are 
regularly the first to cry. Crying is a high 
art that many (secretly) envy you for. And 
tears must not remain in the heart. 

Known Pisces muses:
Steve Jobs, Liz Taylor, Albert Einstein, 
Nina Simone, Jonny Cash, Rihanna, 
Cindy Crawford, Rosa Luxemburg, Ursula 
Andress, Alexander McQueen

Planet: NEPTUNE 
Element: WATER 
Colour: AQUAMARINE
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text by Lizzy Vartanian Collier 

Pearlyn Lii 
Is Exploring 

Female 
Archetypes 

Through 
Digital 

Media

Self-portrait, 2021
Courtesy of the artist
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earlyn Lii examines narratives about female identity 
through performances and installations. Crafting 
surreal stories and confronting archetypes, she 
merges physical and sensory experience with digital, 
typographic, and code-based media. She is also the 

founder of nonstudio, an art and design practice that investigates 
mythologies through transmedia. Fully embracing new media 
art, in much of her new work she takes on the performative role 
of a digital female character. She is currently in her second year 
at NEW INC as a member in the Art + Code track, an effort 
of the institution’s partnership with Rhizome. As the art world 
embraces technology on a whole other level – btw, Pearlyn 
has just dropped new NFTs – we spoke with her about tech, 
performance and female archetypes.
 
When did you first know that you wanted to pursue a career in art?
I started drawing when I was about four years old. I’d drag color 
markers along the walls of our humble apartment in Kowloon, Hong 
Kong with obsession—often hundreds of times. I would take the first 
page out of a fresh box of 
continuous stationery 
and dart around the 
apartment. I’d zig and 
zag furiously, leaving 
endlessly accordioned 
paper trails in my wake. 
By the end of the day, 
the room would be 
teeming with color 
f rom the  l ayers  of 
carbon paper in between 
that separated in the process. A sight for my parents to come home to. 
I loved leaving things to chance. At nine, I began to tinker with code 
on our shared family computer. I’d later end up on someone’s public 
Xanga blacklist because I lifted their CSS to play with.

Can you tell us about nonstudio?
nonstudio was founded as a transmedia studio that creates 
interactive installations, exhibitions, performance art, and 
branded experiences.  Today,  a long with col laborators,  I 
experiment with sensorial experiences that re-examine the 
female identity. I essentially run my solo art and design practice 
through nonstudio,  often merging physical  and sensor y 
experience with digital, typographic, and code-based media.
 
Your work incorporates a lot of tech. Can you tell us about that?
I’ve always been infatuated by the notion of the future. I 
have intricate dreams at night. Sure, I like AR, code, physical 
computing. But, I’ve always believed that tech is only a tool that 
reinforces the narrative behind my work. I care about the human 
experience. That said, it is important what tool I choose for each 
piece I make. I live by the McLuhanism that the medium is the 
message.
 

P Among other things, you explore female archetypes and identity 
in your work. How do they differ between the digital and the 
IRL space?
Yes, I like to craft surreal stories that confront archetypes. 
We know of the female archetypes in the physical world, but 
ones in the digital space are not in the forefront. We know 
of the pregnant woman, but not much of FinDommes and 
TechDommes, for example. The women behind screens. The ones 
who stream casual conversations on Twitch.

You’re taking on a performative role of a digital female character 
in much of your new work. What is that experience like?
Like inhabiting an endless set of identities, faces, people. It’s pulling 
out various parts of my personal identity that I didn’t know existed. I 
treat each new piece like a charette. I start with a simple thought for 
each character, or “Girlfriend.” I think about her backstory. I layer 
her with quirks or qualities that deepen her complexity, then let her 
naturally unfold when I embody her. Because even though she is 
digital and seemingly pristine, she wants to be human, imperfect. It 

comes from my love of 
creating Sims a decade 
ago. Every strength of a 
Girlfriend is met with a 
direct or indirect flaw. 
When I’m ready and feel 
like I understand her, I 
put on her outfit, turn 
on my laptop camera, 
and pretend to live 

st ream to  s ink into 
character. I like to work 

naturally—start with light improv then move into refining nuanced 
expressions. 
 
Can you tell us a bit about the individual personalities of your 
digital Girlfriends?
Though they were born from my brain, they’ve become presences 
of their own. Gengzi, or Metal Rat, is a dodgy, self-interested virtual 
psychic who feels like she’s experiencing a renaissance of her own 
and is happy about that. She doesn’t regard what others think of 
her practice. On the other extreme, you’ve got the charismatic and 
sensitive Lanhuo, or Blue Flame, who sells AR-wearable jewelry and 
is beloved by her vast buyer base—to the point where her fans have 
developed a parasocial relationship to her. 

Who are the buyers of the series? Do women buy them too?
Oh, absolutely. My pieces confront and question, and those who 
collect them understand that. My earliest collector is Samantha 
Ayson, who leads creative content on Foundation. Then, not 
much later, the record label Ghostly International collected one 
too. Ghostly’s founder Sam Valenti and I were on a Clubhouse 
talk hosted by Foundation. And in real-time, right after I shared 
my story, he bids on and eventually collects Syla, Real Girlfriend. 

Fenlong, Real Girlfriend 
zodiac edition, 404 x 720 px, .mp4
Courtesy of the artist

Yuetu, Real Girlfriend
zodiac edition, 404 x 720 px, .mp4
Courtesy of the artist

Real Girlfriend, zodiac edition, 404 x 720 px, .mp4, alongside 
one of Richard Prince’s New Portraits in ‘From Keith Haring to 
the Screen Generation’ at Tethys Art Southampton curated by 
Ludovica Capobianco. Photo courtesy of Geir Magnusson
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I’d say those who’ve collected so far understand my vantage point.
 
Did you get any romantic messages following the launch of the 
Real Girlfriends?
Ha, I did. But before the pieces were released. Interestingly enough, 
the original short AR film I made that inspired the RG series was born 
out of receiving a message from a past lover. I hadn’t heard from him 
in six years until he private messaged me the moment I redownloaded 
Snapchat (for research). I couldn’t really function for the rest of 
the day. But it was incredible, because I ended up writing this into 
the short where I inhabit the role of a digital TechDomme who live 
streams to her various clients. Then midway through, a former client/
ex-lover of the Girlfriend appears in her chat on her stream. To her 
surprise, his presence breaks her dominant persona, and the viewer 
experiences her fragility.
 
Can you tell us about the Chinese zodiac editions of the 
Girlfriends?
They were born out of a 
time of violence. I was 
afraid to go grocery 
shopping, so I looked 
i n w a r d  a n d  a s k e d 
myself why. This drew 
me closer to my roots, 
and their importance 
to my being today. As 
a kid, I remember clenching my teeth when I was forced by angry 
after-school proctors to recite the Chinese zodiac, and after years of 
working toward self-acceptance, I’ve grown fascinated by its lore. 
The souls of these Girlfriends embody the characteristics of zodiac 
creatures whose elements, energies, and seasons inform their stories.

And speaking about the Girlfriends, we’d also love to know what 
exactly was your first NFT and how it came about?
Pearl, Real Girlfriend was my first NFT, but it’s now lost in the 
ether space. I created it back in September 2020 when I was part 
of Foundation’s initial launch of 25 artists on the platform, and 
now that they’ve up-versioned to what it is today, I’m not sure 
where it is. It’s one, I recall, that resembles me closely. That said, 
I really dig the transience of my pieces, so not knowing where 
the piece now lives (beyond my own machine, that is) is very 
interesting to me. I may make a new version.

What kinds of ways do you think artists will be using new media 
in the future?
The stories told overtime that keep are ones that resonate with the 
human experience. In terms of the medium itself, perhaps it may 
evolve to the point where IRL and URL become one. To speak to 
the now, I am an avid video gamer, often immersing myself in the 

digital world. Maintaining an avatar and the transience of an avatar 
fascinates me. That was my inspiration to mint the Girlfriends as 
NFTs, or non-fungible tokens, where collectors can own fractional 
shares on a Girlfriend. That makes her transient.

Are there any digital artists you think we should have on our radar?
If you are seeking inspiration, I’d say draw from lived experiences. 
My friends Tin and Ed do this in their work, drawing directly from 
nature. I am also a member of NEW INC, New Museum’s incubator 
under the Art + Code track that partners with Rhizome. The artists 
in our cohort are worth noting.
 
And what is your dream project?
Insane to say, but I’m currently working on it. It’s a series of 
genetic operas titled Reverb, and with permission, I extract the 
mitochondrial DNA of an individual and compose a soundscape 
based on their maternal ancestors. It’s a way for them to connect 

with their personal 
Eve and mothers 
past. Opera singer 
E m m a  L i u  t h e n 
s ings  back  the ir 
s o u n d s c a p e  t o 
them live, one-on-
one. It’s all I can say 
about it for now. 

The performances 
will be released as an art film later this year.

What are your plans and hopes for the future?
Do as I am now. To continue to create work that weaves lived 
experiences with the surreal. To tell stories that viscerally 
transport us out of the corporeal experience.
As for the near future, I am working on expanding Real Girlfriends 
into a solo show curated by Elisabeth Johs and Mara Schmiedt. We 
are excited to bridge the art and NFT worlds with this show.
For the even longer term, I am working on Reverb, an installation 
that takes the form of a large-scale chamber in which visitors can 
listen to personalized genetic music derived from their own hair. 
Reverb looks to penetrate the glossy surface of hair to connect 
with the origin story of the female identity within all of us.
 
And, finally, for people interested in getting involved, how 
would you recommend those interested in coding or NFTs to get 
started?
Remember why, first and foremost. Sink into these tools, maybe 
even get obsessed, but also keep your truth in mind. Make what you 
want to make; do what you want to do. Don’t get discouraged if it 
doesn’t sell immediately. Coding and NFTs are of the now, but you 
are the constant.
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Gengzi, Real Girlfriend
zodiac edition, 404 x 720 px, .mp4
Courtesy of the artist
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Sculpture 
Broadway, 2021
Acrylic on hand carved 
modular wood, one of a kind 
7-feet tall (private collection)

Dresscode
My studio uniform is 
always very functional 
and utilitarian, and 
often includes a striped 
French shirt, with black 
overalls, black cloth 
beanie, and sneakers 

Shoes 
A pair of Gosha 
Rubchinskiy Adidas 

Hat 
Sometimes I would 
change that into a 
straw hat 
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Jeremyville Deconstructed
Jeremyville is a thinker, artist and illustrator, and together with his partner Megan Mair, he runs 

Studio Jeremyville, with offices in NYC (where the couple lives) and one a little closer to his 
original home in Sydney, Australia. Asking Jeremyville about his studio dresscode, this is what 

he had to say: “When I’m painting, it’s the black paint splattered overalls, or a dark denim 
painting shirt. I have many pairs of the same shirt or jeans. That way I don’t need to think daily 

about what to wear, and I enter into a creative, working mindset when I put the clothes on.” 
@Jeremyville 
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INFO@STEMSGALLERY.COM 
 WWW.STEMSGALLERY.COM

4 RUE DU PRINCE ALBERT, 1050 BRUSSELS

Julien Boudet
Cayenne Coupé, 2021

Courtesy of Stems Gallery
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This issue comes with a set of  
Jeremyville stickers. If the stickers  

are gone already, someone else was 
quicker! Write to us at  

contact@theartgorgeous.com
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Gretchen’s 
Disney-
land

text by Peigi Mackillop
photography by Megan Kellythorn

eet Gretchen Andrew, a pioneering American artist 
whose work explores search engine art and virtual 
reality. She started creating her vision boards – 
which she is now best known for – in 2019, and has 
successfully performed internet manipulations 

of art world institutions, such as Frieze Los Angeles, The Whitney 
Biennial, The Turner Prize, and even the cover of Artforum.
Peigi Mackillop sat down with this edition’s cover star to get 
to know the real Gretchen, from how her tech background has 
influenced her work to why she only works with ‘good’ art people.
  
First things first, what does being an artist mean to you?
Knowing no artists and having no clue what it means to be one, 
I decided I would have the internet make me into one. I thought 
then, and still do, that an artist is someone who is celebrated 
for being truly themself. As someone who has experienced the 
opposite, I am drawn to the idea of freedom and individuality 
inherent in the artist. In my work, I first create my own reality by 
defining my desires (for example, to be on the cover of Artforum) 
and then use art, code, and glitter to hack, manipulate, or manifest 
that desire into being.
I am, in essence, creating a life’s work around molding reality to 
suit me, creating communities, markets, and a daily life which 
gives me the freedom to not just be myself, but to be financially 
and culturally rewarded for the gumption still required of women 
working in male-dominated industries.
 
You worked in tech for many years prior to becoming an 
artist. How and why did you make the transition from 
the tech industry to the art world?
I dropped out of tech a decade ago, though tech is 
more and more present in my work as I hack my 
way not just to the top of Google search results, but 
into the actual art world, creating a simultaneous 
critique of big tech and art world power. My 
journey took me through seven years of figurative 
oil painting under the tutelage of the wonderfully 
purist Billy Childish.  
 
A mentor in the artworld can be so important to your career. 
What influence did your previous mentor, Billy Childish, 
have on your work?
My time with Billy forever grounded my vision boards in 
the history of figurative oil painting, which you can often 
see in them even as they extend from canvas into the brain of 
Silicon Valley’s artificial intelligence. They are on canvas, and 
the primary material is almost always charcoal. They are in the 
formal language of drawing and painting.  

Tell us more about your vision boards. When did you start 
making them, and why?
I grew up in the 80s and 90s, and I grew up using a computer to 
escape, and, later, to construct reality. I started making vision 
boards when I gave up trying to be taken seriously as an artist or 
as a technologist. I was manipulating the global internet. I was 
rewiring Google’s algorithms and artificial intelligence between 
going to hot yoga and drinking rosé on the beach. But I found the 
association with anything that wasn’t male was highly trivialised, 
not taken seriously and discounted. I started making vision boards 
when I stopped trying to be taken seriously and started daring 
people to dismiss my work, its power, and my power. In the absurd 
extreme of femininity, playfulness, and trivial materials, I have 
found an immense freedom and sincerity.
 
Your art practice is so unique, covering wide-ranging themes 
including technology, the 90s, personal desires and feminism. 
Who else, besides Billy Childish, has influenced your work?
I’m lucky in that, when I moved to LA, I met the artist Penny 
Slinger, who became my friend and mentor as I was navigating how 
to make my work a fuller reflection of what makes me joyful and 
definitively myself.   
I’ve also benefited greatly from the mentorship of Olia Lialina, 
whose pioneering work in internet art and theory sustained my 

M
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nascent belief that digital art could be both playful and powerful.  
My favorite artist – who also works on creatively disrupting 
AI – is Jake Elwes, whose Zizi work injects productive uncertainty 
into the false binary of sex and gender that is being inadvertently 
hardwired into technology.
Likewise, Bill Posters, who keeps me honest to my work’s activist 
potential. We have different approaches and probably different 
goals, but we care about the same things.
 
Can you explain the relationship between technology and art in 
your work?
By making work about my aspirations to be accepted in the art 
world, I am increasingly becoming part of it. There is a beautiful 
vulnerability and magic to that. From a technical perspective, 
I am identifying the logical fallacies and missed connections 
between code and human experiences. This takes place in the meta 
data, in the search engine optimisation, in the natural language 
processing and machine learning. It mostly takes place with 
language, through the language of desire, through knowing that 
technology conflates desire with “relevance” and that symbolism 
and metaphors are essential to art but totally lost on algorithms.  

You now split your time between LA and London. Why are these 
locations significant to your work?
My approach, mindset and style are 100% Californian. However, 
the historical memory which my work desires to embody is 
much more European in style. Especially working with artificial 
intelligence, hacking and net art, I find it essential to stay rooted. 
As Milan Kundera says, “To my mind, great works can only be 
born within the history of their art and as participants in that 
history. It is only inside history that we can see what is new and 
what is repetitive, what is discovery and what is imitation; in other 
words, only inside history can a work exist as a value capable of 
being discerned and judged.” 

 
How did you end up in London in the first place?
Instead of an Arts & Culture Visa, I’m in London on a Tier 1 
Global Talent Visa for Digital Technology, usually reserved for 
founders of tech companies and VCs dispensing millions of dollars. 
Applying for this visa was a sort of art project in itself. I saw how 
the UK, like many other places in the world, was worshipping at 
the altar of the tech sector, while cutting back support for the arts. 
To get this visa, I had to formulate my last decade as an artist into 
a tech worker’s CV. The skill of ‘hypnotizing the internet to make 
my dreams come true’ became like ‘developing natural language 
algorithms.’ Getting this level of formal approval from the UK 
Home Office has been deeply validating. 
 
You have previously said that you only work with ‘good’ art 
people. What do you mean by that?
Good and perfect are very different things. How we respond to 
the inevitable pressures, conf licts, and miscommunications is 
essential. Because we both read and write a lot, my gallerist Annka 
Kultys and I refer to this as ‘drafting’. It is always present to me 
that I’ve chosen to be part of this world; I never feel stuck. I don’t 
have to settle for anything less than generosity, integrity, gratitude, 
and passion amongst the people I work with.  
I aspire for my career to be a rustic dinner table with lots of 
food and wine that people spend hours at enjoying each other’s 
company. This image is how I want to spend my days, my weeks, 
my years, and is also fundamental to my success.  
 
Your career has blown up in the past few years, despite the 
ongoing pandemic. Why do you think people have connected with 
your work during this time in particular?
I moved to LA with the intention of rewiring my limiting beliefs 
about myself and the art world. I guess what I am trying to say is 
that this is exactly what I intended to be happening based on my 
goals, desires, and focus. It didn’t really matter that a pandemic 
was happening; I was planting seeds every day and connecting 
with more people than I ever had before. I started sending my 
‘studio visit via post’ to friends I made on Instagram. I was 
clearer and clearer about what I wanted and how I wanted it to 
feel. I focused on the smell of jasmine. I focused on the taste of 
champagne. I focused on how it feels to see people you love smile. I 
focused on things that were not in front of me. Wanting the world 
to be different, let alone living like it already is, can be a powerfully 
political act and one that got me through the last 18 months 
happier, with better relationships and a very real career. 

Wanting the world to be different, let 
alone living like it already is, can be a 
powerfully political act...

 
What do you anticipate will be the future of art 
and technology?
I think it is important to separate the ways we 
speak about technology as an artistic medium, 
and technology as a platform. You can see this 
conflation in the NFT space in a way reflective 
of the cycle VR was going through ten years ago. 
An artistic medium has formal qualities inherent 
to that medium, whereas a platform can be a 
means for distribution, engagement, sharing, 
commerce, etc. I’m passionate about both uses: 
a medium for my practice and a platform for my 
career. There is, of course, some overlap. In my 
residency with The National Gallery in London, 
I’m looking at how technology can be purpose-
built to give the medium the most potential and 
not just retrofitting the artwork to the commerce 
platforms.  
 
And finally, dreams and desires are at the core 
of what you do. What dreams and desires are 
you currently manifesting to become true?
The dreams and desires in my vision boards are a 
mix of personal (Best MFA), professional (Cover 
of Artforum) and political desires (The Next 
American President). I’m currently manifesting 
a permanent studio, a home base, and a head-
quarters where I can invest in a variety of 
champagne glasses, chandeliers and a piano. A 
physical place where I make my vision boards 
that radiates all the energy within them, a sort 
of Gretchen Disneyland. I’m looking forward to 
hosting you all there soon.  

Map of the EU (Paris), 2021, champagne balloon, iron on Paris metro signs, 
wise men stickers and charcoal on canvas, 101.6 x 76.2 cm
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A
Complete with its own cryptocurrency ‘AXS’ (Axie Infinity Shard), Axie 
Infinity is a gaming universe in which the characters (‘Axies’) can be 
owned, evolved, and traded by players. Each Axie is an NFT and the 

game, heavily inspired by Pokemon, is ranked #1 on Ethereum. ‘Angel,’ 
a character on Axie Infinity, is now worth over $6,000,000.

AXIE INFINITY

B
Bitcoin is probably the best-known cryptocurrency. You can buy Bitcoin 

(for, at the time of writing, around US$49,000 per Bitcoin) or ‘mine’ for them 
using a computer rig. Every transaction is listed on the blockchain 

(an online filing system which is near-impossible to edit) and even physical 
retailers are beginning to accept them as a form of payment.

BITCOIN

C
Using Ethereum’s cryptocurrency ‘Ether’, Cryptokitties users buy, breed, 
and trade digital cats. Each kitty is an NFT, making them non-replicable, 
and entirely individual in value. Cryptokitties marked the beginning of a 

broader public interest in NFTs. Meow.

CRYPTOKITTIES 

D
NFTs, like albums or event tickets, are released in ‘drops’. Once a drop 
lands, you’ll need to have your digital currency ready to go and be pre-

registered to access the NFTs you want. There’s always a lot of hype 
about drops so buyers need to be quick off the mark.

DROPS

NFTs
A-Z

text by Verity Babbs
illustration by Summer Tsui

NFTs can be hard to get your head around, 
and even then they can give you a headache. 
Our A-Z will guide you through the newest 
art world trend
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N
Unlikely to be a word that many of us had heard of before the NFT boom, the “NF” stands for ‘Non-

Fungible’. ‘Fungible’ means that an item is interchangeable for another item of the same value – so, 
you could swap one Bitcoin for another Bitcoin. Because NFTs each have their own individual value, 
you can’t swap one for another. Almost like you couldn’t swap your family dog for another dog: even 

though they’re both golden retrievers, they have an inherent, irreplaceable value.

NON-FUNGIBLE

K
Kenny Schachter, the art writer/curator/dealer, has been at the forefront of the NFT craze from the 

beginning. He’s written about the trend for Artnet and minted various NFTs himself. An avid supporter 
of this new medium for artists, he wrote: “Cubism was considered a search for the fourth dimension – 

are NFTs a window onto the fifth?”

KENNY SCHACHTER

L
Widely-cancelled Vine star turned boxer, Logan Paul, bought $2 million worth of first edition 

Pokemon cards in February. He went on to auction the packs from one box, and lucky winners 
also received an NFT showing Logan in Pokemon form. Ahead of the unboxing and auction, Logan 

partnered with Bondly and dropped 3,000 NFTs of himself as an anime character.

LOGAN PAUL’S POKEMON CARD

M
Taking its name from what we do with actual coins, minting is the term for an NFT 

becoming part of the blockchain. You can mint an NFT on any number of platforms.

MINTING

J
As with any new trend, particularly one that is hard to understand, there are plenty of 

haters. Because NFTs are digital entities, and you don’t necessarily also receive a physical 
original, they leave a lot of us asking, “But where’s the rest of it?”

JUST A .JPEG

F
A DAO – a ‘Decentralised Autonomous Organisation’ – is an organisation that 

runs itself off pre-written encoded rules, rather than off constant human 
intervention. Flamingo is a DAO that deals with NFT investments.

FLAMINGO / DAO

G
Gas fees change throughout the day and are an additional charge on any NFT being minted or purchased. 

These fees are sometimes almost as high as the selling price of the NFT itself, so new traders beware. 
Creating and storing data on the blockchain expends a huge amount of computing energy, and gas fees are 
added to compensate for this. The NFT market takes a huge toll on the environment, and Ethereum mining 

can consume 26.7 terawatt-hours of electricity in a year (almost as much as the whole of Ireland).

GAS FEE

H
Beeple’s Everydays: the First 5000 Days sold for $69.3 million at Christie’s in March 2021. The 

opening bid was just $100, suggesting that while auction houses were willing to experiment with 
selling NFTs, no one could have predicted the huge price the piece would go for.

HIGHEST PRICE

I
IP stands for Intellectual Property. Two of the biggest perks of NFTs for artists is that, because it’s 
all coded onto the blockchain, authentication is protected (no one needs to worry about forgery – 
artists make the work and it’s proven in the code), and they know who owns their work and when. 

However, for purchasers, the law is trying to quickly catch up with the NFT craze, and currently the 
IP rights you gain from purchasing an NFT don’t automatically guarantee you complete ownership.

IP

E
Ethereum, unlike Bitcoin, uses blockchain for storing things other than just cryptocurrency. 
The decentralised software programme launched in 2015 and allows users to tokenise NFTs 

and, via ethereum.org, use ‘dapps’ (“decentralised apps” powered by the site).

ETHEREUM
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V
NFTs are taking over the gaming world too and most designers are trying to find a way to fit 
them into new game releases. ‘Decentraland’, an Ethereum-based universe where you can 

purchase plots of digital land, has had a series of plots sell for over $1,000,000 in equivalent 
cryptocurrencies. In any kind of trading/collecting game, the potential market for NFTs is huge.

VIDEO GAMES

S
Sneaker collecting has been huge since the 1980s but if you’re just keeping the 

shoes in storage, surely you might just as well collect them digitally? That’s where 
cryptofashion comes in. Rtfkt is a digital-only sneaker brand who recently sold 

$3,100,000 worth of sneakers in the first seven minutes of a drop. Nike have also 
gotten involved, trademarking ‘CryptoKicks’ back in 2019.

SNEAKERS

T
A key element to the NFT art market is trading and finance, Afterall, many of the major 

players in this new realm come from tech and crypto backgrounds and this is what they 
know best. As the scene grows, more and more trading platforms are popping up, and savvy 

artists are using the tools inherent to the system to create their own markets and cash in 
on secondary trades as their works become more and more valuable over time.

TRADE

U
Pretty much no one saw the popularity of NFTs coming, and certainly not at the level 

they’ve achieved. In February 2021, the average NFT sold for $4,000 and Beeple 
became the third most valuable living artist in terms of prices reached at auction back 

in March. And now you can buy clothes and even Damien Hirst is getting involved.

UNPRECEDENTED

O
Ownership laws are still being ironed out when it comes to NFTs. So while a purchaser 
owns that specific version of the NFT, the original creator still owns the copyright and 
distribution rights. But you do have the right to claim ownership – so your mates will 

think you’re cool.

OWNERSHIP

P
There are plenty of platforms for all-things NFT: Nifty Gateway, 

OpenSea, Rarible, SuperRate, Foundation, VIV3, the list goes 
on. New platforms are popping up everywhere while everyone 

tries to hop on the NFT boom.

PLATFORMS

Q
Most of us have a lot of questions when it comes to NFTs. Is this really 

the future of the art world? Should I mint something before the hype dies 
down? What are they and for God’s sake when are they going to go away!?

QUESTIONS

R
Some platforms pay the original creators royalties each time the NFT is sold to someone 
new. You’ll get 8% on EulerBeats, and you can choose your royalty percentage on Rarible. 
This is great for NFT artists because they keep reaping the rewards of their pieces selling, 

unlike if their work was sold on the secondary market and they were a painter.

ROYALTIES
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W
In April 2021, The Weeknd sold a collection of limited edition art and new music via Nifty Gateway. 
There wasn’t a limit on how many people could buy from the drop but it was timed, and there was 

an additional auction for an unreleased song afterwards. His ‘Acephalous’ collection of eight 
pieces raised over $2,000,000. Plenty of other artists are joining the NFT scene like Deadmau5, 

Kings of Leon, and XXXTentacion.

WEEKND

X
Unsurprisingly, the porn world is also getting involved in the NFT market. PornVisoryART 

is a new NFT store for erotic art, and in May, ‘CumRocket’ was launched – a new 
cryptocurrency (where adult content creators are paid in ‘CUMMIES’ tokens) which will 

give collectors better anonymity when accessing their private content.

X-RATED

Y
Yield farming is a way of generating rewards and further cryptocurrency. By investing your 
crypto assets, you can build up interest and rewards. Like any kind of investing, there’s big 

financial risk and for outsiders it feels near impossible to understand.

YIELD FARMING

Z
Zora, one of the latest marketplaces for buying and selling NFTs, is very much about empowering 
artists to make bank. The site builds a sustainable creator economy by putting the profits of the 

secondary market back into the pockets of the artist via royalties (see ‘R’), and also through allowing 
creators to mint and sell their ideas before they’ve even made the actual product. 

ZZZ…
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heArtGorgeous has worked with art lawyers, Yayoi 
Shionoiri and Alana Kushnir, on an online column 
called “The Law Gorgeous” where they answered 
art world questions. Building upon that, this article 
discusses what art law is, how art lawyers support the 

art world, and how to (try to) become an art lawyer or work with one.
 
How Yayoi and Alana became art lawyers
While they may not look it, Yayoi and Alana have a combined 
experience of over 28 years of lawyering. Over this time, the bench of 
true art lawyers (rather than those who just claim that they are) has 
climbed higher and higher and more people seem to be interested in 
art law (the more the merrier!). 

 Yayoi always knew she wanted to be at the intersection of fine art and 
the law. This interest developed during her elective studies at university 
in ethnographic museums and Japanese contemporary art. However, 
as her main concentration was in US-Japan relations, she found it hard 
to find art world opportunities. She naively thought that if she brought 
a professional skill set to the art world, she would be more marketable. 
Had she known how difficult this chosen career path would be, perhaps 
she would have reasonably decided to give up! 
 
Coming out of law school, Yayoi ended up in Big Law doing corporate 
work in NY and in Tokyo for many years. When she was so far away 
from her dream of becoming an art lawyer, she found a Classified 
ad in a free Japanese community newspaper looking for a bilingual 
translator for an artist. This artist was none other than famed Japanese 
artist T.M.; serving as a translator for the studio staff was her first art 
job. At the studio, she also got to experience exhibition management, 
gallery relationships, and yes, legal issues related to these aspects of 
contemporary art practice. And THAT was her first art law job.
 
Since then, the hustle has never stopped. Despite the ups and downs, 
Yayoi’s been lucky enough to work in various parts of the art world, 
including at the Guggenheim Museum, Artsy, and now the Chris 
Burden Estate and the Nancy Rubins Studio. Yayoi continues to 
develop her Japan practice working with artists and creators in Japan 
through a firm called City Lights Law, and advising on start-ups 

T including Startbahn, a company that makes art transactions more 
reliable through blockchain, and KLKTN, which works to enrich the 
fan experience by portraying stories behind creativity through NFTs.
 
 Like many people who end up working in the art field, Alana grew up 
wanting to be an artist and spent much of her teenage years painting, 
drawing, sculpting, and, more generally, creating. When it came time 
to apply for universities however, she was faced with a dilemma - 
should she turn what she loves into her profession? As a child of Jewish 
immigrants who had fled Soviet-era Russia in the 70s, she also dreamt 
of having a career that would be reliable, sustainable and would bring 
in a solid income. Having an office job was such a privilege! Ever the 
perfectionist, Alana opted for a double bachelor’s degree in law and 
arts (with a focus on art history). 
 
Like Yayoi, Alana also joined a large corporate law firm after completing 
her degrees, working in the intellectual property and consumer law 
teams. Some of her favourite experiences were working in-house at a well-
known chocolate company (yes - it’s very important that those visuals 
on the wrappers actually reflect what you get inside!) and the marketing 
office of a large telecommunications company. However in Australia, 
where the art industry is significantly smaller than in other countries, 
law firms with dedicated art and cultural property law practices simply 
didn’t exist, and still don’t. Feeling the pull of a more creative existence, 
Alana decided to continue to pursue her interest in curating and art, 
undertaking further honours studies in her arts degree while working 
full-time and volunteering for an artist-run organisation. 
 
A major turning point for Alana was getting into the MFA curating 
programme at Goldsmiths in London. Through this experience, 
Alana found the confidence to merge together her interests in curating 
and law - everything from writing and organising exhibitions on law-
inspired topics to working for an art lawyer in London. Eventually, 
upon returning to Australia and working at galleries and festivals 
where she got to use both her legal and curating skills, she started 
her own legal and curatorial practice, Guest Work Agency. She also 
went back to university again! - but this time as a sessional lecturer, 
teaching subjects across art, curating, law and everything in between. 
 The very first email that began Yayoi and Alana’s online collaboration and 

If you ever wonder what art lawyers do and how to become one, and 
want to meet two of the brightest minds, then read on

friendship dates back to 2018. Alana kindly reached out to Yayoi asking 
whether she would guest lecture at one of her courses. Since then, the pair 
have continued to collaborate over the years, including for the Serpentine 
Legal Lab that Alana leads, an R&D platform that explores how law can 
better support art x tech collaborations, for TheArtGorgeous, and beyond.
 
How to (try to) become an art lawyer?
 Both Alana and Yayoi get asked this question all the time, and it’s a hard 
one to answer because, unfortunately, there is no one clear path. Taking 
a page from the playbook of their artist clients who creatively push 
boundaries, it’s a combination of constant hustling, attempting to have 
top-notch skills with the most up-to-date knowledge of relevant subject 
matters, loving and committing to the work, and taking advantage of 
seemingly serendipitous opportunities. For every opportunity or project 
that Alana and Yayoi have each received, there are many others that were 
fought for but never obtained. Moreover, for every compensated job, 
there are many unpaid projects for which they still spend countless hours 
of time and effort. These art lawyers have been able to continue because 
they think of it as their calling, and have been blessed to find enough 
opportunities that compensate them in a viable way.
 
 At least in Australia and in the U.S., it’s hard to start in-house in an 
industry-specific opportunity. Usually, young lawyers are expected to 
have at least several years of lawyering under their belt, most likely at 
a corporate law firm. Starting in a corporate law firm is a great way to 
build up the skills you’ll need to then specialise in any area of law, from 
how to write a good email and answer the phone in a professional way, 
to legal research and basic contract drafting. The challenge becomes 
how to pivot those initial years of experience towards the art world. 
 
It’s been exciting to see the art world come to acknowledge the necessity 
of working with lawyers. If you’re a law school student or a lawyer 
seeking to transition to working in the art world, Yayoi and Alana 
think it’s important to do the groundwork, looking and learning 
before you ask for those informational interviews. Many art lawyers 
have active online presences – so find and follow them! In addition, to 
differentiate yourself from other lawyers, it’s really important to show 
your commitment to wanting to be in the art world – whether it’s doing 
pro bono work for organisations, or actively being in the art world 
through supporting your artist friends, becoming a familiar face 
at exhibition openings and fairs, or otherwise.
 
What art law really is, current art law trends, and how to 
work with art lawyers
 At the end of the day, the practice of art law involves 
an amalgam of legal subject matters as they relate to 
the art world.   Being a good art lawyer requires being 
a generalist and a specialist simultaneously. You will 
need to be competent in a wide range of legal areas that 
include commercial contracts; copyright, trademark 
and intellectual property; consumer law and litigation. 
Beyond these general areas of law, art-specific legal 
expertise is also required in areas such as artist resale 
royalties; consignments; economic and trade sanctions; 
corporations; non-profit tax and charities law; U.S. 
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CAREER SPOTLIGHT: 
ART LAWYER

text by Yayoi Shionoiri and Alana Kushnir

online sales taxes; public health guidelines; and international data 
privacy rules. On top of subject matter expertise, being a great art 
lawyer also requires having broad knowledge about the art world and 
its stakeholders.
 
 The only constant in the art world is change, and the practice of art 
law follows suit. Art law trends often are a combination of changing 
business practices with contractual standards that reflect these shifts, 
and precedent set when legal cases are decided. Examples of the 
former include the continued shift to move the art world online, such 
as the ongoing proliferation of platforms for galleries and artists to 
access new audiences and sell their works, art workers advocating 
for change using social media platforms, and the initial frothiness 
of the NFT market. Case law in copyright – whether in the U.S. or 
abroad – generates continued interest. For example, the Chris Burden 
Estate marked a copyright win in Indonesia against a commercial 
entity that was charging admission to an attraction which looked like 
Burden’s Urban Light (2008). Confusion can also occur, particularly 
when it comes to the U.S. concept of fair use and what’s considered 
permissible for an artist to borrow from pre-existing work.
 
 If you’re an artist, collector or institution who’s looking to work with 
an art lawyer, being transparent and direct in the relationship is key —
from identifying and agreeing on the scope of work, to understanding 
fee structures and estimates. If you’re looking to establish a longer-term 
relationship with your art lawyer, you also want to be confident 
that you’re working with someone who shares your 
approach and outlook to the art world.
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The Memes That Sum up Your Art World Life
The art world sometimes feels like a circus. Working within an industry that is obsessed with 
image, status, money and the hottest new thing sometimes leaves us running on empty. 
But it isn’t really all that bad. We have to count ourselves lucky to be working with beauty, 
history and some very eccentric characters. But, for those moments when your boss and 
that one client just won’t leave you alone, here are some memes to sum up the struggle of 
working within the art world

text by Lizzy Vartanian Collier

Let’s face it, we’re all addicted to our phones. The art world would not tick if it 
weren’t for our favourite apps. And while we should probably be advocating for 
a digital detox, we know that you’ll never stay on top of all the gossip without it. 
So, what’s the harm in indulging in a little Insta-therapy every once in a while?!

When You’re Addicted to Social Media

Me minutes before signing the
contract with new gallery tracking

some negative comments to their feedThe 
Struggle 
Is Real
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The artistic life can be pretty lonesome. We have no regular schedules, our friends 
don’t understand us, and most of us are nocturnal. It’s no wonder that a lot of us 
feel lonely sometimes. But hey, why not embrace your own company? Let your hair 
down, do what you want to do. You only live once!

When You’re Feeling Lonely

How most parents envision the
future of their daugther: 35, single

and working in the art world

When You’re Questioning How Accessible the Art 
World Really Is
While many have made efforts to make sure that the art world is an inclusive place, we 
all know deep down that it’s a lot more easy to break into if you have connections. But 
that doesn’t mean things aren’t getting better. We have strong hopes for the future!

The answer to ”Do you think the
art world is accessible for all?”:
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When You’ve Been Attacked by Critics
The art world can be pretty nasty and criticism comes with the territory of being 
an art girl. Sure, sometimes we can just take the hit, but you’re allowed to use your 
voice and retaliate too. Why not start a conversation? You never know, through the 
art of a heart-to-heart, your biggest critic could soon become your biggest fan.

check your daily art memes 
via @the_art_gorgeous

Art peeps gossiping about my gallery, my
new work, my collection

Me: (just chilling keeping positive vibes)

Whatever it is that you do in the art world, it likely takes a lot of confidence. Most of 
us are freelance and we often find ourselves comparing what we do to other peo-
ple’s success. But trust me, don’t! Sure, it’s OK to be insular every once in a while, but 
we’re all in the same boat. And believe me, you’re doing great!

When You’re Beginning to Doubt Yourself

Those 5 mins each year when you
question whether your art world

career was the wisest decision
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Cassina Projects
Irene Cassina, Cassina Projects / Milan / NYC / @cassinaprojects

Louisa 1, 2021, Robotic 
Body with AI by artist 

Louisa Clement

 

2.  Most gorgeous artist in    
     your gallery program? 

Louisa Clement.

9. What is the dress code for the staff? 
       Chic relaxed.

1. Describe your gallery in one sentence for an art world newbie.
Contemporary art gallery founded in NYC in 2016, now located in a former airplane factory in Milan.

7. What drinks are you serving at an exhibition opening?     
For sure some wine...

4. Does hot staff help selling better? 
Hey Gorgeous girls! Have you seen our super hot boys Giovanni and Marco?

5. Most used apps or websites used daily by the gallery? 
Instagram, Artnet News, WeChat.

6. Compare the gallery to a brand - which one would it be? 
Aperol.

10.  What are the most hated/loved jobs of your interns? 
Inventory, inventory, inventory.

11. Best lunch spot for a client meeting? 
Brera Fine Arts Academy. Or for a more intimate lunch, a cozy place in our hometown Bergamo.

3.  Whom would you love to sell an artwork to? 
Peggy Guggenheim or Sandra Bullock.

THE VERY  HONEST GALLERIST

8.  The coolest event you ever hosted? 

Definitely a private tasting sponsored by Ca‘ del 
Bosco wine and Calvisius Caviar.
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